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financial, technical and administrative
support to carry out its task successfully and
timely. APAMR is prepared to coordinate
activities of the commission. provide
necessary administrative support and request
international donors to commit sufficient

fundings.

However. the implementation, which 1s
the first such initiative in the Islamic world
and in the history of the country, is quite
challenging task and all  sorts of
contributions and  assistances by the
international community and organizations
will be crucial to its success.

Translating Important ICC and
Implementation Related Documents

It is very crucial to provide necessary

ICC documents and other implementation

related materials into national languages
of the country.

The following documents need to be
translated in earnest:

s Elements of ICC Crimes

sRules of Procedure and Evidence and
Implementation Considerations. published
by the International Centre for Criminal
Law Reform and Criminal Justice Policy
(ICCLR)

sManual  for Ratification
Implementation of the Rome
published by the ICCLR

a Check-lists on

and
Statute

implementation

published by the Amnesty International

and the Human Rights Watch

= Two adopted implementaticn
legislations into Dari as suggested by the
international experts

s Qroanizing Subject-oriented
t=) B .,

Workshops and Seminars

All previous ICC workshops and seminars
have signified the fact that there are great
interests in learning about the ICC and
exploring its relevance to the country and its
compatiblity with the Islamic sharia and
other laws of the country. There are great
demands for discussing issues such as
Islamic Criminal Law and the 1CC, Member
States and the ICC, Women and the ICC,
Children and the ICC and Transitional
Justice and the ICC. Conducting the issue-
based seminars will significantly contribute
to the works and success of the Afghanistan
[CC Commission in regards to the specific
areas.

= Continued Publication and

Awareness Raising Programmes’

Participants of the the Roundtable and
National Conference placed strong emphasis
on continued public education and
production and translation of more
documents into national languages. The
Victims and Justice Bimonthly have been
warmly received by the ICC supporters,
Afghanistan  lawyers  and academic
communities and human rights groups. Its
continued publication will attract and
maintain the necessary momentum and
support for the ultimate success of the
implementation project. By reflecting the
proceedings and debates of the subject-
oriented -seminars it will encourage critical
debates about important aspects of the
current judicial reforms process in the
country.

PRSI
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Establishment of the coalition is a
significant step towards expansion and

furtherance of the ICC activities in the
national level. The ACICC member
organizations are particulary expected (o
support and contribute to the success of the
implementation work in future. This will
also significantly enhance and encourage
cooperation and collaborations among the
organizations in human rights and other
related fields.

Crimes Investigation

During the transitional period, the people
of Afghanistan, remained to be victims of
human rights abuses at the hand of armed
factions and unruly warlords who continue
to act with full impunity in many parts of the
country.

APAMR conducted field researches and
investigations about a few of the most
serious cases of human rights abuses during
the factional conflicts in the past two years
and is currently in the process of analyzing
and translating the documents and
informations gathered. Findings of the
investigations will be shared with relevant
national and international organizations in
future.

Future Plans:

The APAMR's ICC Programme has
reached its very critical juncture. By
appointing members of the Afghanistan ICC
Commission. the Government  ‘cf

Afghanistan. has once again demonstrated
its commitment towards its obligations under
the ICC and the country's civil society and
human rights community has continued to

o4

support the ICC and more organizations and
independent personalities are expected to
join the ACICC. It is very important that the
current momentum for furtherance of the
ICC is maintained in the country. The
APAMR will continue to play its role in
facilitating and coordinating the
implementation process while it will also
continue its public awareness programmes.
Meanwhile, more techinical. financial and
moral  supports of the international
community and international organizations
and particularly the countries that have have
already  successfully  completed  the
implementation process will be crucial to the
success of ICC implementation in
Afghanistan.

APAMR is planning to take the following
initiatives  in  consultation with  the
Afghanistan Government, ACICC members
and international and regional ICC
organizations and experts.

Facilitating and Coordinating Activities
of The Afghanistan ICC Commission

The Government of Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan has positively responded to the
recommendation of the Roundtable and
National Conference to form a commission
that will review, and study the Afghanistan
Constitution and other relevant laws with the
aim of.drafting appropriate legislations or
proposing amendments to the laws to bring
Afghan legal and judicial system into line
with the standards and requirements of the
ICC  Statute, facilitate fulfillment of
Afghanistan’s cooperation obligations under
the Statute and extend the jurisdiction of the
Afghan national courts to prosecute the ICC
Crimes.

The commission will need adequate



Law & Treaties
Department Ministry of
Foreign Affairs
(member)

Mr. Abdul Qadir
Qayomi, Head  of
International Law
Department Ministry of
Justce.(member)

Mr. Abdul Jabaar
Saabit, Legal Advisor
of Ministry of
Interior.(member)

Mr. Muhammad
Alim Nasimi, from
Supreme Court.(member)

Professor Hafizullah Danish. Lecturer of
Faculty of Law & Political Sciences, Kabul
University (Observer)

Mr. Sayed Amanullah Abdali Secretary-
General of the Afghan Professional Allience
for Minority Rights ( C o-ordinator )

Afghanistan Coalition for the
International Criminal Court
(ACICC)

The following  organizations and
personalities have joined the Afghanistan
Coalition for the ICC (ACICC)

Professor Suraya Paikan. Deputy Minister
of Higher Education and Chairperson of
Afghan Women Lawyers and Professionals
Association (AWLPA) Kabul Afghanistan

Tell: 0093 70 210 122 .
Elﬂail: ESREAeS ::‘.5',3{; 5:

Mr. Alim Amini. Acting Director. Center
of Cooperation for Afghanistan  (£CCA)

Kabul Afghanistan Tell: 00 93 70 281 814

Justice Anisah Rasuli, Chairperson,
Afghan Women Judges Association (AWJA)
Kabul Afghanistan

Tell: 00 93 70 210 076 /79 351 522

Khadijah Bahari. Director. Establishmet
Center for Afghanistan (ECA) Kabul
Afghanistan

Tell: 00 93 79 393 372

F-mail: crehabui o ot cons

Sayed Habibullah Abidi. Development of
Women Abilitics (DAWA) Kabul
Afghanistan :

Tell: 00 93 79 215 840

NS SRS T T FON PO L DI A
Email: mahddiabudy ooimoeem

Doctor sayed Askar Mossavy. Deputy of
high Educational.

= Most members of the ACICC have been

supporting the 1CC campaign in the country
in the past four years and have played
important roles in achieving the ratification
of the 1CC Statute by the ATA.
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ICC were held on 22-23 December 2004 in
Kabul. High ranking government officials.
ambassadors  and  senior  diplomats.
mternational 1CC  experts. academia  and
representatives of human rights and civil
society groups including members of the
ACICC from all over the country attended
the conference. International ICC experts
including Dr. Ahmed Ziauddin, the

Convener of the Asian Network for the

obligations could be best fulfilled and also
how implementation of the ICC may enable
Afghanistan to address the past serious
crimes in the country.

Mr.  Michacl  Cotier. from  the
International Law Department of Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Switzerland. who was
invited by APAMR to speak in both
programmes, talked about Swiss
implementation experience and the Swiss
Cooperation Law and Ms. Eleen Olexiuk,

Deputy Head of Mission
in the Canadian Embassy
in Kabul explained the
Canadian experience and
different aspects of the
Canadian War-Crimes and
Crimes against Humanity
Act.

Internatioan! Criminal Court (ANICC) and
Afghan lawyers spoke about the ICC. its
structure, procedure. the crimes it deals with.
its brief history and its relevance to
Afghanistan and obligations of member
states under the Rome Statute.

Most of the discussions were centered
around Afghanistan's obligations as an 1CC
member-state including cooperation and
implementation obligations. Almost all of
the participants including many government
officials emphasized on the need* for
implementation of the ICC Statute in
Afghanistan legal and judicial order and
discussed how Afghanistan’s cooperation

N

Afghanistan ICC
Commission
Fortunately. the
Government of Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan
responded positively to the
recommendations of the Roundtable and
Conference participants. The following

persons have been named to work and
represent theéir respective ministries and

‘institutions in -:the  Afghanistan ICC
Commission:
Dr. Muheyuddin  Shams. Director of

Diplomacy Institute Ministry of
Affairs (member)

Foreign

Mr. Ibrahim Ghafoori, Acting Director of
UN & Internaitonal Conferences Department
Ministry of Foreign A ffair(member)

Mr. Wais Baryalay.  Acting Director of
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magazine.

Advocacy

The advocacy activitics of APAMR have
revolved around efforts to persuade the
Afghanistan government authorities  to
consider and initiate implementation of the
[CC Statute into Afghanistan legal system.
ICC friendly officials in relevant ministries
and institutions including the President's
Office. Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Ministry
of Justice. Ministry of Interior, the Supreme
Court, the Attorney-General Office and the
Judicial Reforms  Commission  were
identified and approached to support and
encourage the implementation of the ICC in
Afghanistan. APAMR  members  held
individual and group meetings with the
officials in which different aspects and
possible approaches towards implementation
and obligations of the country under the ICC
Statute and roles of the civil society were
discussed.

In October 2004. Dr. Ahmed Ziauddin.
Convener of Asian Network for the
International.- Criminal Court (ANICC) and
Special Advisor to APAMR. Dr. Gothom
Arva. Secretary General of the Forum Asia
and Ms. Niza Concepcion, Program
Coordinator of the Forum Asia travelled to
Kabul to conduct joint advocacies and make
an assessment  of interests  and  issues
involved. The mission  together with
APAMR members met many high level
officials of the relevant ministries. Different
aspects and issues ol the implementation and
possible roles of APAMR and other civil
society socicty and human rights groups,
were discussed during these meetings. Onc
important question that emerged during
these meetings was that which ministry had
to initiate the process: Ministry of Justi\ce or

Ministry of Foreing Affairs. It became
apparent that a more  concentrated
discussions amongst various ministries and
actors were needed to develop a more
concrete and workable initiative.

Based on those discussions. on 21
December 2004. APAMR organized a day of
Roundtable on implementation of the ICC
Statute in Afghanistan legal order in
Ministry of Foreign Affairs compound in
Kabul. Mr. Zalmai Aziz Political Affairs
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs chaired
the Roundable and high ranking officials of
the Government of Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan, including  Mr.  Qasim
Hashimzai, Deputy Minister of Justice, Ms.
Suraya Paikan, Deputy Minister of Higher
Education and ambassadors and senior
diplomats and international [CC experts
participated in the event and shared their
views and suggestions on ways. models and
strategies for. implementation of the ICC

Statute  in  Afghanistan.  Participants
unanimously approved Afghanistan’s

accession to the ICC and believed that the
ICC can play a preventive role against
occurrence of serious crimes in future of the
country. The Roundtable was followed by
the two day National Conference on the
[CC. Participants of the Roundtable as well
as the Conference recommended a set of
initiatives for implementation of the ICC
Statyte . In Afghanistan. The
recommeéndations include formation of an
Afghanistan ICC Commission that will
undertake the implementation in
consultation with international and regional
HOC experts and Afghanistan civil society.

National Conference

The two day national conference on the
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Finally. on February 10. 2003 the Cabinet
of the Transitional Administration of
Afghanistan ratified the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court (ICC) and
became a member of the Assembly of State
Parties to the ICC. The move was warmly
welcomed by the international community as
Afghanistan’s significant step to establish
rule of law and to culminate the culture ot
impunity long enjoyed by perpetrators of
most serious crimes in the country.

On July 1. 2003 the Rome Statute of the

ICC came into force extending its
jurisdiction over Afghanistan as other
member states.  Extension of the [CC
jurisdiction over Afghanistan gave the

assurance to the people of the country that
recent tragic history of the country is not
going to reverse and that future culprits of
the grave crimes would be brought to justice
to the ICC if not in Afghan courts.

The ICC ratification and implementation
was expected to encourage and strengthen
the current judicial reforms process and to
bring the Afghan judiciary in line with
international standards.

APAMR Project for Intorduction and
Implementation of the ICC Statute in
Afghanistan

In August 2004 APAMR, supported by the
International Criminal Court (ICC) Task
Force of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Royal Government of Netherlands,

launched a new project for introduction and’

implementation of the 1CC Statute. in
Afghanistan. The project pursued the
following objectives:

aTo advocate and persuade the

.

Government of the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan to implement the ICC Statute
mto the judicial and legal system of the
country

=To raise more awareness both within
the government and Afghan civil society,
human rights groups and media on the ICC

#To develop and maintain further
support for implementation of the ICC by
building the Afghanistan Coalition for the
ICC (ACICC)

Activities and Achievements:

To achieve those objectives the following
activities were initiated:

Publication

In October 2004 APAMR published the
first issue of the Vietims and Justice
Bimonthly, a magazine that specifically
focus on the ICC. relevant developments in
the International level, the issues and
progresses of the ICC campaign in
Afghanistan and other concerning issues.
Selected articles and reports about major
ICC related developments in Afghanistan
and elsewhere in the world, including
important chapters of the ICC Rome Statute,
Amnesty Intefhational [CC Fact Sheets,
Human Rights Watch ICC Fact Sheets and
feports ‘and statements of the last year ICC
Assembly of States Party Meetings in the
Hague were translated into Dari and
published in the three editions of the
magazine published so far. Proceedings of
the ICC Seminars in Afghanistan and
important issues and concerns regarding the
ICC. its ratification by Afghanistan and
implications and cooperation obligations of
the country were also reflected in the
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NMCC Project

Narrative Report and Future Plans'
August 2004-March 2005

Introduction: Afchanistan and the International Criminal Court (ICQO)

In early 2000 members of the Aflghan
Professionals Alliance for Minority Rights
(APAMR) initiated a campaign for
introduction of the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court (ICC) in
Afghanistan and its ratification by the
Afghanistan ~ Transitional ~ Administration
(ATA). -

The aims and objectives of the
campaign were as follows:

=To persuade the Alghanistan
Transitional  Administration  (ATA) o

ratify the ICC Statute and to build and
develop necessary  support  within - and
outside the ATA

= To disseminate information on the 1CC
within the relevant departments of  the
ATA and Aflghan civil society. human
rights groups and media

s And to promote justice in Afghanistan
and strenghten the country's judicial
system by encouraging reforms and
bringing it in line with the 1CC standards.
The campaign was launched at a ume

when the for establishment of a

s

need

«

permanent international criminal mechanism
was felt in Afghanistan more than any where
else. The tragic history of more than two
decades of war and conflicts in the country
had clearly illustrated the need for
establishment of the an effective. fair and
international justice mechanism capable of
trying and preventing crimes of international
concerns including war crimes. genocide.
crimes against humanity and crime of
agression.

The campaign particularly  focused on
identifving and advocating relevant  high
level officials of the ATA and important
members of the international community in
the country. The Alghanistan civil society.
human rights groups and many high level
covernment officialg responded positively to
the call for ratification of the 1CC and
suppdrted thé campaign.”

The APAMR also raised the ratification of
the ICC Statute by Afghanistan in important
civil society and human rights groups
meetings particularly in the disscussions
about the judicial and legal reforms and
establishment of the Afghanistan
[ndependent Human  Rights  Commission
(ATHRCO).






